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Homesickness in the Poetry of Abu al-Muzaffar Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Abiwardi:: ‘Yearning
for Najd ‘as a Model Ahmed Huraysi

Homesickness in the Poetry of Abu al-Muzaffar Muhammad ibn
Ahmad al-Abiwardi:: ‘Yearning for Najd ‘as a Model

*Ahmed Jaber Makhshosh Huraysi

Abstract

Poetry is intrinsically spatial, intimately connected to the environment that informs it and
serving as a mirror of the poet’s inner world. Thus, this study centers on tracing the
signifier Najd within the Diwan of the poet, Abu al-Muzaffar Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-
Abiwardi, examining its semantic dimensions in order to uncover its various
manifestations and the underlying motives for its recurrence in his verse. The research is
structured in two parts: a theoretical framework introducing the poet and outlining the
concept of place, followed by an applied section analyzing the representations of Najd in
his poetry and the reasons behind their repetition. Among the study’s principal findings
is the poet’s deep emotional connection to Najd, which is conveyed through expressions
of nostalgia, affection, and recollections of youth. His evocation of Najd is often
prompted by natural stimuli, both celestial and terrestrial, such as lightning flashes,
clouds, and rainfall in the sky, as well as the cooing of doves, the scent and sight of desert
flora such as a/- ‘arar, and the remnants of abodes and ruins that awaken memory. In al-
Abiwardi’s poetry, Najd emerges as a symbol of longing and love, a reservoir of memory,
and an idealized realm of vitality, passion, and beauty.

Keywords: homesickness; Najd; al-Abiwardi; Arabic poetry; poetic imagery.

"PhD Candidate at the Faculty of Arts and Humanities-Jazan University-Saudi Arabia
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