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The Narrator and His Relationship to Narrative Techniques in the Novel “From Marib to
Tashkent” by Jalal Al-Ruwaishan

Dr. Shaikhan Abdulrahman Ba-Humaid*
Researcher: Ahmed Ali Ahmed Al-Marri
Prof .Dr .Ali Yousof Othman Ati

Abstract
Study Abstract

This study aims to explore the dialectical relationship between the narrator and narrative
techniques in the novel “From Marib to Tashkent”, and its core narrative components: setting,
time, dialogue, and description. The first section focuses on the narrator as the primary guiding
agent of narration and the main medium for transmitting events and interacting with characters
and the reader. It also examines how the choice of narrator affects the perspective of the story and
its degree of credibility. The setting in the novel goes beyond its geographical function to become
a dynamic semantic entity that influences the identity and transformation of characters. The
narrator manipulates narrative tempo through techniques such as flashback, foreshadowing,
acceleration, and deceleration, in order to deepen the psychological and existential dimensions of
the characters. Dialogue in the novel also transcends its communicative function, revealing
various forms of dialogue and demonstrating how it contributes to character construction, drives
events forward, and defines the narrative perspective. Description appears as a structural tool that
animates places and characters and enriches the semantic dimension of the text. The study
concludes that the novel skillfully employs two main types of narrators: the overt narrator and the
covert narrator. It also finds that time emerges as a dynamic force essential to shaping character
consciousness and the accumulation of experience. The narrator demonstrates high proficiency in
manipulating temporal structure. Flashback techniques reveal the psychological layers of
characters and their underlying motivations rooted in the past, while foreshadowing is used to
anticipate the fate of the protagonists.

Keywords: Narrator, characters, narrative techniques, Jalal Al-Ruwaishan.

* Department of Arabic Language, Specialization in Literature and Criticism,Faculty of Arts — Seiyun University
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