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The Semiotics of Dramatic Structure in Muhammad Ali Al-Badawi’s The Fall Collection: Event,
Character, and Space. Ali Ati Abdullah Al-Jouri

The Semiotics of Dramatic Structure in Muhammad Ali Al-
Badawi’s The Fall Collection: Event, Character, and Space.
*Prof.Dr.Ali Yousof Othman Ati * Dr. Abdullah Abdulwahab Al-Jouri

Abstract

This study aims to reveal the semiotics of dramatic structure in Muhammad Ali al-
Badawi’s A/-Suqut (The Fall) collection. The study approaches the collection as a
condensed dramatic text that evokes the fall of Iraq as a historical event and
reconfigures it into an open political and civilizational sign, which is charged with
ethical and resistant connotations. The analysis begins with the semiotics of the
title as a central paratextual threshold, laden with the binary of “fall vs rise,” which
encapsulates the dialectic of collapse and rebirth being derived from a Qur’anic
cyclicity that links the act of occupation to spiritual resistance. The study further
endeavors to deconstruct the components of dramatic structure by examining the
event as a horizon for the revelation of an existential crisis (as exemplified by the
weapons’ scandal of mass destruction). It reads characters as functional semiotic
models (the steadfast fighter versus the crisis-ridden individual), and analyzes
theatrical space in its dual manifestation. The study reflects how a closed space
embodies internal and institutional oppression (as in halls of power or the besieged
city of Fallujah), and an open space that assumes the form of a global network
extending from Baghdad to Kosovo and Somalia, functioning as signs of a
comprehensive global disorder. The study concludes that the interweaving history
and the literature generates a protest-oriented theatrical discourse that seeks to
dismantle alienation and to re-interrogate the concepts of identity and freedom
within a crisis-ridden Arab context, thereby affirming theatre as a space for critical
reflection and epistemic inquiry.

Keywords: semiotics; dramatic structure; (Al-Suqut) The Fall Collection;
Muhammad Al-Badawi; theatre.
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